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N. B. The Seruice of the Day was conducted in the fols 
lowing Order. | | | | 


The Rev. Mr. CLAYTON began with Prayer, and cad 
ing ſome ſuitable 1 1 of Scriptures 


Rev. Mr. Ba RBER proyed. 
The $ ermon / u ceeeded. 


| Rev. Ur. Bauwsk fallaved i in * Aud 


| Po, Mr. TOWLE concluded the Service. 


The Chriſtian's Attachment to the Houſe of his God. 


SERMON, &c. 


HE part allotted to me in the ſolemn 


ſervice of this day, is to addreſs the 
Members of this reſpectable Society, and to 


dall their attention to thoſe important duties 


by a conſcientious diſcharge of which, theit 
own advantage, as well as the comfort of 


their Paſtor, will be beſt promoted. But 
before I proceed, I have been requeſted to 


drop ſome hints of information, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of the Paſtors and Meſſengers of 
of Churches now aſſembled (a). 


(a) Many churches, on ſimilar occafions, have ap- 
pointed a brother from among themſelves to give an ac- 
chunt of their proceedings, for the information of the 
paſtors and meſſengers aſſembled. But in the preſent 
inſtance, another mode was preferred, viz. that the de- 
claration thould come from the pulpit, | 
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In the letter addreſſed to our ſeveral 
churches, ſome account was given of the 
ſteps purſued previous to the ſettlement which 
has taken place. I am now directed farther 
to add, that ſince the writing of that letter, 
a ſpecial church-meeting has been held; 
when the Rev. John Goode having made a 


public Declaration of his Faith in the great 


doctrines of the Goſpel, to the entice ſatis- 
faction of the whole Church, was, in the 
firſt place, received into communion as a 
member of their ſociety; and then, by the 
_ reciprocal declarations uſual on ſuch occa- 
ſions, accompanied with folemn prayer, ac- 
tually conſtituted the Paſtor of this branch 
of the Church of Chriſt. 1 


And now, my dear chriſtian friends, I am 
perſuaded that my brethren in the miniſtry 


here preſent, together with their meſſengers, 


not only approve of your order as conform- 
able to apoſtolical practice; but, with the 
moſt ardent wiſhes for your proſperity, ſin- 
cerely and affectionately congratulate you on 


a ſettlement which promiſes, through the 


divine _— to be tollowed by the moſt 
_ happy 
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by a very affecting and myſterious event of 


Providence, you were deprived of the edify- 5 1 
ing labours of a truly excellent and much- i 


day behold your Paſtor. 


pet more than congratulations. You fee 
yourſelves under peculiar obligations to the 
divine goodneſs, which has ſo remarkably 
appeared for you, and are naturally led to "0 


. 
happy conſequences. We all ſympathized 
with the grief and diſtreſs you felt, when, 
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valued Paſtor. And we now as fincerely q 
participate in your joy, in that your eyes this 1 
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But in the preſent addreſs, you will ex- 


5 * 22 5 2 5 * 
„ 


ah 
Bib 


fay, What ſhall we render to the Lord for all 
his benefits? I ſhall endeavour, therefore, with _ 


all plainneſs and faithfulneſs, to ſet before you 6 
ſuch hints of advice, as, by the blefling * 1 


God, may be profitable and uſcful. And as 
the foundation of what I ſhall ſay, permit 


me to refer you to a paſſage of ſcripture, 
which I truſt you will unanimouſly adopt as 


your ſolemn reſolution. 
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Me will not Helle the Bone 5 our - God. 


WITH this ſacred e the Jews 
were prevailed on to bind themſelves, through 
the urgent and affectionate perſuaſions of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, in conjunction with others 
who were zealous for the honour of God, and 
YO to the beſt intereſts of "Te 8 


The work which was entruſted by provi- 
dence to thoſe good men, was great and ar- 
duous. In the circumſtances of the Jews 
upon their releaſe from captivity, it was a 
vaſt and difficult undertaking to rebuild the 
_ temple which had lain fo long in ruins, and 
to repair the walls of Jeruſalem. But when 
they had ſurmounted every obſtacle, and their 
zeal and perſeverance were crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, they perceived that very little was 
gained, unleſs the people poſſeſſed a firm and 
affectionate attachment to the laws and or- 
dinances of God. The temple would yield 
them 


I'S Þ 
them no advantage, unleſs the Lord honoured 
it as his reſidence ; and the walls of Jeruſalem 
would afford them no ſecurity, if the people 
were expoſed to the inroads of fin and the 
TO of * 


TIaflnencad, therefore, by this conviction, 


they entered with zeal and reſolution on the 


great and neceſſary work of reformation ; and 
did all in their power to oppoſe an effectual 


barrier againſt the entrance of that enemy, 
which 1 miſery and ruin on nations as 
In order to this, they 


well as e e 
perſuaded the people to enter into a ſolemn 
covenant, 7hat they would walk in God's law, 
and obſerve all his commandments, his Judg- 
ments and fiatutes. This covenant was con- 


firmed by à curſe and an oath (C). 


ſacred and binding as the moſt ſolemn oath ; 
and, if it ſhould be violated, 
ledged themſelves expoſed to the dreadful 


curſe of an offended God. 


8 en to which they bound 
themſelves by this engagement, are ſpecified 
(b) Ver. 29. 

R-4 in 


That is, 


the obligation was conſidered to be equally 


they acknow- 
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EN 3 
in this chapter. And ſome of them may be 
adopted, with great propriety and advantage, 
by chriſtian ſocieties and individuals. Give 


me leaye to mention the chief of them. 


The es which the kings of Ait 
had eſtabliſhed in the land upon the captivity 
of the ten tribes, retained many of their for- 


mer heatheniſh cuſtoms, and had never cor- 
dially embraced the laws and worſhip of the 
| God of Iſrael. The Jews, therefore, now 


reſolve to enter into no affinity or connexion 


with them. Je will not give our daughters 
unto the people of the land, nor take their 
daughters for our ſons (c).—Is there not rea- 


ſon to believe, that religion has ſuffered 
much, and that many chriſtian ſocieties have 
been greatly reduced, by the want of proper 
attention in profeſſing parents to the ſpiritual 


advantage of their children, upon their en- 


tering into the moſt important connexions ? 
Not only their principles as Difſenters, but 
their religion itſelf, has been too often facri- 
ficed at the ſhrine of ſecular advantage. Surely, 
this is a matter that calls for ſerious lamen- 


tation. 


(e) Ver. 30. 
The 


E 


The people of the land paid little or no 


regard to the Sabbath, and frequently pro- 


faned it by expoſing the productions of their 


fields to ſale on that ſacred day. The Jews 
therefore laid themſelves under a ſacred obli- 
gation not to purchaſe any proviſions on the 


Sabbath, whatever inconvenience they might 
thereby ſuſtain (d). Our forefathers were 


not more remarkable for any thing, than for a 


ſtrict and ſacred obſervance of the Lord's day. 
And is it not evident, that in proportion as 


that ſtrictneſs is relaxed, and buſineſs or 


amuſement is ſuffered to occupy thoſe hours 


which ſhould be dedicated to ſpiritual exer- 


ciſes, the life and power of religion fall into 


decay? 


Another important matter which the Jews 
now bound themſelves ſtrictly to attend to, 
was, faithfully and punctually 79 render the 
varus contributions which were required by 


tbe law for the maintenance of the worſhip 


of the ſanctuary (e). It muſt be confeſſed, 
that the Levitical ſervice impoſed a heavy 
tribute upon them, though it cannot juſtly 


(% Ver. 31. (e) Ver. 32, 33. 
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be accounted rigorous or ſevere, as divine 
providence was engaged to bleſs them with | 
proſperity, in proportion to their cheerful com- 
pliance with the ordinances of the law. — The 
worſhip of the Goſpel impoſes no ſuch bur- 
dens on us, as the Jews now readily ſubmitted 
to. And though our zeal is not to be excited 
by the expectation of temporal bleſſings ; yet 
the ſpiritual benejits which we are encouraged 
to hope for, will be a powerful motive with 
every ſincere Chriſtian, readily to contribute 
his part for the ſupport of the cauſe of God 
and of e 


: Aker ſpecifying theſe and ſome other par- 
ticulars, the ſubſtance of the whole is col- 
lected together and ſummed up in the ſolemn 
reſolution contained in the text. And We will 


not Jon the houſe of our God. 


You will, my Chriſtian friends, allow me 
to ſay; God hath done great things for you, 
whereof you are glad. I am perſuaded, that 
this grateful ſentiment pervades all your 
minds. Suffer, therefore, the word of exhor- 
1 whilſt from this paſſage of ſcripture 
I attempt 


E 
T attempt to ſhew, what is incumbent on 
you to do for God, as a reaſonable acknow- 


ledgment of the goodneſs he has ſhewn to 


vou. And in order to this, permit me to call 
your attention to the following things ; 


1. The important object which demands 
your affectionate and zealous regard. The 
Houſe of our God. 


II. The reſpeRt neceſſary to be paid to it. 
| Me e will not for ſake 7. 


III. The reaſons which ſhould influence 
and conſtrain every Chriſtian to adopt this 


reſolution; We will nat Jorſake the Houſe of 


our God. 


I. The di object, which demands 


your affectionate and zealous regard, is Zhe 
Houſe of our God, 


It is evident, that by theſe words the Jews 


meant to expreſs the temple of God at Feru- 


alem. The magnificent ſtructure erected by 
Solomon had been laid in ruins by the Chal- 
deans. But now another building was raiſed 

5 3 
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E 
on the fame foundation, and for the ſame 
facred purpoſes. And though it was far in- 
ferior in many reſpects to the former temple, 
yet it was no leſs the Houſe of God, and 
was, therefore, ſacred and venerable in their 
account. But when they mentioned the Houſe : 
of their God, together with the idea of the 
building, they connected that of the /acred 
work which was to be performed in it, as 
well as of the perſons who, by divine appoint- 
ment, were to miniſter therein. This was 
the object to which they promiſed a facred 


But in the language of the New Teſta- 
ment, the Houſe of God is to be underſtood 
in a more ſpiritual ſenſe ; of which we have 
an inſtance in the Apoſtle's addreſs to Timo 
thy. That thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt 
to behave thyſelf in the Houſe of God, which 15 
the Church of the living God (F). The tem- 
ple in which God now reſides is compoſed of 
fincere believers, who, as lively ſtones built on 
Chri/t the only foundation, are an habitation 
of God through the Spirit, Yet, the idea of 


(f) 1 Tim. ui. 15. 
a ma- 


if os 1 
a material building is not abſolutely excluded. 
For the Church is an aſſembly of believers ; 


and an aſſembly requires /ome place to meet in. 


In this reſpe&, great inconvenience has been 


ſuſtained by the Church of Chriſt in different 


ages. By the rage of perſecutors, Chriſtians 


have been often deprived of the privilege of 


aſſembling in places ſet apart for public wor- 


ſhip, and conveniently fitted for that purpoſe. 


Gladly have they embraced the opportunity 
of meeting in a barn or a cottage, or in ſome 


ſequeſtered ſpot in the very heart of a foreſt. - 
For wherever ſpiritual worſhip is offered to 
God, it is his Houſe. The preſence of God 


has often converted the moſt dreary ſpot into 


2 Bethel, the Houſe of God, and the gate of 


Heaven. 


But our lot has fallen in happier times. We 
know little or nothing of perſecution, but from 
the report of hiſtory. Not only are we per- 
mitted to aſſemble for worſhip without inter- 
ruption or fear; but we meet in decent and 
convenient houſes, provided with every ac- 
commodation we can reaſonably deſire. May 
our conduct towards God and towards men 

never 
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never be ſuch as will juſtly forfeit ſo great a 
privilege — Vet, though the idea of a build- 
ing appropriated to divine worſhip be not ab- 
ſolutely excluded, the Houſe of God princi- 


pally denotes a Chriſtian Church; a ſacred 


fociety compoſed of ſincere believers. With 
what propriety it is ſo denominated, will ſuf- 
ficiently appear from a few remarks.— A Houſe 
ſometimes intends a building deſigned for an 
Habitation; and ſometimes the Family which 
 devells in it. In both theſe ſenſes, the Church 
is the Houſe of God. = 


For it is a fpiritual edifice built by the 
Lord, and he claims it as his peculiar pro- 
perty. Accordingly, the Apoſtle fays to the 
Corinthians, Ye are God's building (g)— The 
_ univerſe is a ſtupendous building erected by 
him ; and it diſcovers many evidences of his 
wiſdom and power and goodneſs. But it is 
compoſed of periſhable materials, and, be- 
cauſe of ſin, its final diſſolution is decreed. 
Now, there is another more excellent ſtruc- 
ture, which will ſtand as an everlaſting mo- 
nument to the honor of all the perfections of 


(g) I Cor. It: 9. Eb 
God ; 


EF 
God; and that is his Church. The raiſing 
of that ſacred fabric was the grand object of 
his. counſels before the foundation of the 


world; and he has a particular reſpect to it 


in all the diſpenſations of his providence. It 
is made up of thoſe who were once ſinners, 
guilty, polluted and miſerable; but being re- 
deemed by the death of Chriſt, waſhed in his 
precious blood, and renewed by the holy 
Spirit, they are prepared to be lively ſtones 
in that building, which reſts on nn as its 


glorious foundation, 


The 9015 of this divine flee no man 
has ever ſeen; but we ſhall have a complete 


and delightful view of it, when Chriſt will 
preſent it to the Father on the laſt day as a 
finiſhed work, without blemiſh and withont 


ſpot. However, we are able to form ſome 


idea of the whole, from thoſe parts of it which 


fall within the reach of our obſervation. A 
ſociety of Chriſtians formed after the model 


_ preſcribed in the Goſpel, maintaining and 
profeſſing its glorious truths, having their 


{pirit and converſation regulated according to 


its precepts, and walking in its ordinances 
and 
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87 
and inſtitutions, may be conſidered as a re- 
prefentation or image of the whole Church. 


In the preſent ſtate, it falls far ſhort of that 
perfection which ſhall at laſt adorn it. But 


amidſt all its defects, and under all the mean- 
neſs and obſcurity which cover it, the Lord 


claims it as his own. This people have I formed : 
for myſelf (h). The Lord's portion is his peo- 


ple, and Facob is the lot of his inheritance (i). 
And on the laſt day he will acknowledge it 


in a more illuſtrious manner. They ſhall be 


mie, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, in the day when 
T make up my jewels (4). 


The Church is alſo denominated zhe Houſe 


, God, becauſe it is the reſidence of his family, 


of the ſpiritual children who are born again 


of his grace. When we read of the Houſe of 


God, our thoughts are very naturally led to 


conſider the family, whoſe honor and privi- 
lege it is to dwell there. And we are aſſured, 
that it is an habitation prepared for his chil- 
dren ; who were born not of blood, nor of the 
Vill of the Heſh, nor of the will 4 man, but of 


(>) Ifa. xls. ER 7: Deut. X2X11, 9s 
(4) Mal. ui. 17. RE 5 


ED = 
God (J). To enjoy the excellent privileges 


of the Houſe of God, the grand qualification 
which is abſolutely neceſſary is regeneration. 
If that be wanting, its nobleſt entertainments 


cannot be reliſhed, and its richeſt enjoyments 
will be deſpiſed. But to thoſe who are Born 


from above, no ſituation can be fo agreeable 
or pleaſing as the Houſe of God. David has 
_ deſcribed the uniform ſentiments of the whole 
family of God. One thing have J deſired of 


the Lord, that will I ſeek after; that I may 


dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the days of 
my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
to inquire in bis temple (n). Surely goodneſs 


and mercy fhall follow me all the days of my 


life, and I will dwell in the Houſe of the Lord 


for ever (n). 


But there is another conſideration which 


ſhews with what propriety the Church is 


called the Houſe of God, inaſmuch as Fehowab 


Simſelf has choſen to dwell in it. For the Lord 


hath choſen Zion; he hath deſired it for his ha- 
bitation, This is my reſt for ever; here will 


1 dwell, for I have dejired it (o). In an infe- 
) John i. 13. (n) Pſalm xxvii. 4. (n) Pal. 


XXIli. 6. (o) Pfal. cxxxii. 13, 14. 
od rior 


Ie] 


rior ſenſe, theſe words are applicable to 
Mount Zion in Feruſalem, where the temple 

ſtood, for it was God's ſacred reſidence for 
many ages. But when the Jews impioufly 
rejected Him, of whom the temple was only 
a type, they were told, Behold your houſe is 
left unto you deſolate (p). And when God 
: removes his preſence, the moſt ſplendid tem- 
ny 18 given up to deſolation. 


But as long as any Gejcty retains the eſſen- 
tial characters of a Chriſtian Church, God 
owns it as his Houſe, and honors it as his 
reſidence. In the immenſity of his Being, 
God is every where preſent, and fills beaver 
and earth. But his gracious preſence is the 
peculiar privilege of his Church. And it 

not only imports the ſpecial relation in which 
he ſtands to it, with the /b, and regard he 
bears to it; but that it is favored with the 
kindeſt manifeſtations of his power and grace. 
It is this that puts a peculiar ſolemnity on 
the ordinances of divine worſhip ; and to this 
mult be aſcribed their entire efficacy for the 
important purpoſes they are deſigned to an- 
ſwer. Whenever a mind that was involved in 


(2) Matt. xxiii, 38. : 
ſpiritual 


„ 


ſpiritual ignorance is illuminated by the light 
of divine truth; whenever an obdurate heart 
is melted in repentance, and taught to bow 


to the authority and grace of Chriſt ; when- 
ever a heavy- laden ſoul obtains relief from 
its intolerable burdens, and enjoys peace and 


cConſolation in believing; it is an evidence of 
the preſence of the Lord. Accordingly, after 
the prophet Ezekiel had given an emblema- 
tical deſcription of the Goſpel- Church, un- 


der the idea of a beautiful city, he concludes 
the account by ſaying; the name of the city 
rom that day ſhall be, Tehovah Shammabh, the 
Lord is tbere (j). 


But the Church moſt evidently appears to 


be the Houſe of our God, as it enjoys his moſt 
peculiar care and inſpection, and is favored 


with every proviſion conducive to its welfare 


and proſperity.— When the tribes of Iſrael 


were actually ſeparated to be a Church for 
God, and that form of worſhip was eſtabliſhed, 
in which he was to be acknowledged as their 
God; the regulations according to which it 


| was to be conducted, were not left to be ſet- 


(i) Ezek. xlviii. 35. 
11 
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[ 22 ] 
tled by human contrivance, but every parti- 
cular was decreed by divine authority. There- 
fore, that charge was given to Moſes; See 
that thou make all things according to the pattern 
ſhewed to thee in the mount (r). Moſes was 
inveſted with a higher commiſſion than any 
of the prophets which ſucceeded him under 
the Old Teſtament ; he was diſtinguiſhed by 
| very eminent gifts and abilities; and God 
| himſelf acknowledged, that as 4 ſervant be 
| was faithful in all his houſe (5s). And yet 
Moſes was not. allowed to appoint one inſti- 
tution without the expreſs command of God. 
If, therefore, we acknowledge the diſpenſa- 
tion of the Goſpel to be more excellent than 
that of the law; we ſhall require no farther 
proof, that the conſtitution of a Goſpel- 
Church, and the regulation of its worſhip 
and dilcipline, are not left to be ſettled by 
the fancy or judgment of men ; but that it is 
our duty to conform to the model preſcribed 
in the New Teſtament. It is impious to 
ſuppoſe, that the work of God can derive 
any improvement from the wiſdom of man. 


(7) Heb. viii. 5. (s) Chap. iii. 5. 


And 


E 


And if we examine the contents of the 


ſacred ſcriptures, we ſhall ſee the utmoſt rea- 


ſon to confeſs, that God has manifeſted the 
greateſt attention to the order and welfare of 


his Houſe, in favoring it with ſo rich a trea- 


ſure. For they contain a full and clear reve- 


lation of thoſe ſacred and divine truths, the 


belief and profeſſion of which conſtitute the 
foundation of a Chriſtian Church. And were 


men diſpoſed to ſubmit to the oracles of God, 


the uſe of human formularies would be en- 
tirely ſuperſeded, and theological controvegſi es 


would be at an end. 


Nor are the ſcriptures leſs explicit with _ 
reſpect to thoſe ordinances of worſhip, in which 
God receives a ſpiritual homage from his peo- 
ple, and by which their edification and com- 
fort are promoted. —The character alſo of 
| thoſe, who have a juſt claim to be received 


as members of a Chriſtian Church, is plainly 
delineated; and every neceſſary direction is 
given, how they may glorify God by a well- 
ordered converſation, and promote each other's 


edification as brethren in the Lord. What 


officers ought to be appointed in the Houſe 
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of God; what are their proper qualifications; 
and what the ſervices in which they are to be 
: employ ed, may be learnt with equal ſatisfac- 
tion from the ſame lource. na 


But the care which the Lord has taken of 
his Houſe conſiſts not merely in the inſtruc- 
tions he has granted in theſe important re- 
ſpects; for he has engaged to provide for his 
people paſtors according to his own heart, which 
ſhall feed them with knowledge and underſland- 
ing (t). Far be it from me, to deny the ex- 
pediency of a regular and learned education 
for the work of the miniſtry. Yet, I heſitate 
not to aſſert, that the ſacred gifts by which 
the Houſe of God is edified and fed, are not 
acquired by human erudition, but conferred 
by the holy Spirit. And all the colleges and 
univerſities of the world could not prevent 
a famine there, were it not that God is faith- 
ful to the promiſe to which we Juſt. now re- 


fer red. 


Rut God's care of his Houſe extends far- 
ther ſtill; for he has promiſed 79 be preſent 


(7) Jer. iii. 15. 
| | 27 


E . 
m his Churches by his Spirit, to render the 
means he has appointed efficacious. When 
our bleſſed Lord had inveſted his apoſtles, 
with a divine commitlion to preach his Goſ- 
pel and adminiſter his ordinances, he added 


a gracious promiſe for the encouragement of 


their zeal and fidelity, ſaying, Lo, I am with 
you always, even unts the end of the wwarld (a). 
To this promiſe, the preſervation and pro- 
ſperity of the Church are owing to this day ; 


and it will inſure its continuance until the 


final appearance of Chriſt to judge the world, 


And do you not, my chriſtian brethren, 
ſtand here this day as witneſſes to the good- 


neſs and faithfulncis of God in this reſpect ? 


After all the changes which have taken place 


in your ſocicty, and after the many breaches 


which death has made, by the removal of 


members, church-officers, or paſtors; that 
you remain {till a numerous, an affectionate 


and harmonious Church, and are once more - 


ſettled under a Paſtor, the object of your 
unanimous choice; ſurely in all this you can- 
not but diſcern and acknowledge the good- 


() Matt. xxvili. 29, 
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1 26 J 
neſs of the Lord. Influenced, therefore, with 
thoſe grateful ſentiments which the preſent 


auſpicious occaſion muſt inſpire, you will, I 


doubt not, cheerfully attend to our next 


1 0 of N z VIZ. 


II. What i is the reſpect we are required to 
pay to the Houſe of our God? We will not 


forſake the Houſe of our Ged. And I truſt 


you will not be diſpleaſed, if I take the liberty 
of mentioning it as your ſolemn determina- 


tion by divine grace, 


That you wil diligently and conſtantly 


attend on the ſacred duties and ordinances of 
the Houſe of God. This is enforced by an 


apsftolical injunction; Not forſakmg the aſſem- 
bling of yourſelves together as the manner of 
ſome is, but exhorting one another, and ſo much 


the mire, as ye ſee the day approaching (x). 


It is alſo recommended by the example of the 
firſt Chriſlian Church. They continued ſtedfaſtly 


in the Apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, and in 

breaking of bread and in prayers ()). And it 

is incumbent on you as @ ſacred homage to 
(x) Heb. x. 25. (y) AQts ii, 42. 

your 


1-1 


your God and Saviour. When ſo many are 


induſtrious in degrading the perſonal dignity 
of the Saviour, and in depreciating his ſaving 


work; will not you embrace every opportu- 
nity of declaring, that you glory i in his croſs 9— 


As you acknowledge Chriſt to be your divine 


Maſter, how proper muſt it appear, that you 


ſhould attend with meekneſs and humility to 
thoſe counſels and inſtructions by which your 


diſpoſition and conduct are to be regulated ? 
Depending entirely on divine communica» 


tions, for thoſe ſupplies of grace which will 
enable your ſouls to proſper ; how neceſſary 
muſt it be, that he ſacrifice of prayer and 


praiſe ſhould be conſtantly preſented in the 
name of Chriſt? — And is it not highly expe- 


dient, that you ſhould frequently recognize 
that ſolemn act, by which you /aid unto the 


Lord, Thou art my Lord * 


The danger of -our being deficient in this 
part of the reſpect we owe to the Houſe of 
our God, ariſes chiefly from our being ex- 
poſed to the prevalence of a neghgent and 
lukewarm ſpirit, When once we have loſt 
our relich for the proviſions of God's Houle, , 

Eo 


1 
and they no longer afford us ſpiritual enter- 
tainment; it is an awful proof of a declen- 
ſion in religion, that we have /eft our firſt 
love. — But many profeſſors are tempted to 
leave their proper ſeats empty in the Houſe of 
God, through the influence of @ vain curioſity. 
For my own part, I have not the leaſt doubt, 
but that, if ſolid edification were the object 
ſought, they would find it rather in the 
Church with which they are connected, than 
In roving from place to place. An endleſs 
variety may gratify ztching ears; but merely 
to be entertained is not to be edified. I there- 
fore perſuade myſelf that, in this reſpect, your 
will not forfake the Houſe of your God. And 
will you not permit me to add, 


That you will cordially unite in every mea- 
ſure calculated to promote the proſperity of 
that branch of the Church of God, with 
which you are more immediately connected. 
J hope it is an earneſt of your being preſerved 
as an increaſing and flouriſhing ſociety, that 
divine Providence has fo mercifully appeared 
for you in the preſent ſettlement ; and that, 
oſs a Evite * on the faithful labors of 


I your 


[ 29 * 
your Paſtor, not only your own ſouls will be 


oreatly refreſhed and edified, but many ſtran- 


gers excited to deſire a place with you in the 
Houle of God. 


But you muſt allow me to obſerve, that it 
is in your power to afford very conſiderable 
aſſiſtance to your Miniſter, by concurring 
with him in every meaſure that tends to the 
welfare of the ſociety. Would it not greatly 
conduce to the proſperity of our Churches, 

if all the members were to exert themſelves 
to promote religion in their own families, ſo 
that each of them might become à church in 
a houſe May not individual members con- 
tribute their part towards preſerving the peace 
and harmony of the whole body, and in dif- 

fuſing a ſpirit of chriſtian love? - May you 
not afford confiderable aſſiſtance to your Paſtor 
and other officers in maintaining that ſacred 
diſcipline, which is ſo neceſſary to ſupport 
the honor of religion, and to maintain order 
and purity in the Houle of our God ?—lIn a 
word: may you not afford peculiar aſſiſtance 
by your aſſectionate and fervent prayers? The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
|  availeth 


2 
availeth\ much (2). If, therefore, you hope 
that you have ſome intereſt at the throne of 
grace, for what purpoſe will you employ it, 
rather than in imploring a divine bleſſing on 
your Miniſter, and on the ſacred Ordinances 
which he adminiſters And may I not ven- 
ture to fay yet further, 


That you will be always 1 I to contribute 
liberally and cheerfully, as the Lord will en- 
able you, to the ſupport of his cauſe and the 
maintenance of his houſe. It has been ob- 
ſerved already, what a burden the Jews ſub- 
mitted to in this reſpect. The value of what 
was entirely conſumed on the altar was very 
conſiderable, beſides the contributions neceſ- 
fary for the ſupport of the Prieſis, the Le- 
vites and the Nethinims, or the poſterity of the 
SGibeonites, who were made hewers of wood 
and drawers of water for the houſe of God. 
All theſe miniſtered in the houſe of God, and 
there they had their maintenance. 


But in this as well as in other reſpects, he 
yoke of Chriſt is eaſy and his burden 9 


(z) James v. 16. 


In 


1 

In proportion, therefore, as the tribute im- 
poſed on Chriſtians for the houſe of their God 
is more moderate, it ſhould be rendered with 
the greater cheerfulneſs. But this is a point 
on which there is no neceſſity that I ſhould. 
inſiſt farther, in addreſſing you. Your for- 
mer Paſtor received ſubſtantial proofs of your 
Ready attachment, your warm affection and 
conſtant liberality. The poor in God's family 

have long experienced the effects of the ſym- 
pathy you feel for their diſtreſſes. And many 


miniſters and churches in the eountry have 


enjoyed the fruits of your generous contribu- 

tions. In this reſpect, therefore, I have the 
fulleſt perſuaſion, that you 1011] not ſorſube tbe 
houſe of your God. —S$hall I add once more, 


That you will not be tempted raſhly or 
finfully to diſſolve your connexion with that 
part of the Church of God with which you 
are united. I will not deny but that circum- 
ſtances may happen, which may render it 
expedient for a member of one church to 
transfer his relation to another. I only mean 
to fay, that ſuch a meaſure ought not to be 
adopted without lerious conſideration, and 

Without 


e N 
without ſubſtantial reaſons. But how com- 
mon is it for the bonds of chriſtian fellowſbip 
to be diſſolved merely through the influence 
of humour, of pride, or a fickle ſpirit. Such 
inconſtant profeſſors do not reflect, how much 
they weaken the hands of. the miniſters of 
Chriſt, inſtead of endeavouring, as it is their 
duty, to alleviate the burdens which they 
neceſſarily feel. But the pleaſing unanimity 
which at preſent ſubſiſts among you is, 1 
_ truſt, a happy preſage and earneſt, that my 
honoured brother has no ſuch trial to fear 
from any of you. a 


Then ſurely T may indulge a hope, that 
none of this ſociety will for ſake the houſe of 
their God in ſo criminal a manner, as to re- 
| Furn again to the ways of fin, or to paſs over 
into the tabernacles of error. The beſt of 
us may improve to our advantage that ſe- 
rious caution, Let him that thinketh he fland- 
eth take heed left he fall (a). We are encom- 
paſſed with many temptations to fin; we are 
not ignorant of many evil principles remain- 
ing in our own hearts; and there are many af- 
fecting examples to remind us of theinſtability 

. (a) 1 Cor. X. 12. 
and 


fra 1 


and weakneſs of the beſt of men; when left 
to themſelves.—But whilſt the fear of God 
preſides in our hearts, and our faith relies on 
his covenant and promiſes, we may rejoice | 
in an intereſt in that encouraging declaration ; 
the eternal God 1s thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlaſting arms (b). Thus armed 
and protected, we ſhall be able to repel all 
the fery darts of te wicked. 


There are temptations alfo by which we 
are ſolicited 70 re/mguiſh the truths of the goſ- 
pel, and to embrace thoſe erroneous principles, 
which flatter the pride of the human heart. 
And many, concerning whom better hopes 
were entertained, have been carried away by 
them, to the no ſmall grief and diſappoint- 
ment of the miniſters and churches with 
which they were connected. But as long as 
we retain a lively conviction of the evil of 
ſin, with a deep ſenſe of our abſolute need 
of ſalvation, and that from God; whilſt we 
maintain a ſtrict intimacy with the ſacred 
ſcriptures, and with humility and earneſtneſs 
ſupplicate the illumination and guidance of 
| (3) Deut. xxxi1. 27. 

= the 


1 1 34 ] 
the Holy Spirit; we are encouraged to hope, 
that we ſhall not be permitted ſo to forſake the 
houſe of our Cod. 


. opal to add, 


III. The reafons which ſhould influence 
every Chriſtian to adopt this ſolemn reſolu- 
tion; wwe 1 not JEFF the wy of our God. 


Tikes this branch of our ſubject it would not 
be difficult to collect a variety of arguments, 
the force of which muſt be felt by every good 

man. But as I have already taken up fo 
much time, and as I am perſuaded, that 
what has been recommended is regarded by 
you as your duty and privilege, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with only ſuggeſting a few hints. 


And will it not have great weight with you, 
that what demands your pious regard is the houſe 
* of your God? Is it not to be conſidered as 
an unſpeakable privilege, that the great Je- 
hovah ſhould aſſume the title of Our God? 
How infinite the condeſcenſion on his part? 
And what a rich ſpring of conſolation and 

| happineſs 


EN 
happineſs is thereby opened to us? Bring to- 
gether all the promiſes of the goſpel; unfold 
all the treaſures of the everlaſting covenant; 
and they will be found all comprehended in 
this one privilege, to have the Lord for our 
God. But how are creatures ſo vile and un- 
worthy admitted, to ſo honourable and endear- 
ing a relation to the bleſſed God? The an- 
ſwer to this queſtion will be a ſubject of ever- 
laſting admiration and praiſe, to all the inha- 
bitants of heaven. It is in conſequence of 
the unparalleled humiliation of the only-be- 
gotten Son of God; who, though he was rich, 
for our ſake became poor, that wwe through his 
poverty might be rich (c). Embracing with 
a ſteady faith this evangelical principle, you 
muſt feel your obligations to the love of God 
to be infinite. And his love will conſtrain 
you, to maintain an affectionate regard and at- 
tachment to his houſe, The bleſſed God can 
receive no benefit from his creatures. Our 
gooaneſs extendeth not to him (d). But he has 
a houſe and a family in the world, which is 
capable of receiving ſome advantage from 
your kindneſs. Therefore, his addreſs to you 


(e) 2 Cor. viii. 9. (a) Pfal. xvi. 2. 
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this day i is, $ 1 you love me, » Jorjake not my 
cc houſe.” 55 


Again; Is not the houſe of your God the 
place where, in a very important ſenſe, you were 
born and nouriſhed? Moſt: perfons feel a con- 
ſiderable attachment to the place which gave 
them their birth. To an indifferent perſon, it 

may appear to have little to recommend it; yet, 
being the ſpot where we drew our firſt breath, 
we feel a ſtrong partiality for it, which nei- 
ther time nor ablence 1s able totally to de- 


ſtroy. 


But of how much greater importance is a 
ſpiritual birth by divine grace? That is the 
bleſſed change, by which finners become the 
children of God, and are conſtituted the herrs 
of beaven. Now, to the hauſe of God belongs 
the honour of being the 4:irth-place of the 
faints. For, of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, this and 
that man was born in her, and the Higheſt 
bimfelf ſhall eftabliſh her. The Lord ſball count 
when he writeth up the people, that this man 
was born there (e). Have you, my friends, 


(e) Pſalm bxxvii. 5, 6. 
a com- 


1 
a comfortable hope and perſuaſion, that you 
have experienced that renovation, which is 
the only introduction to a place in the family 
of God? Then, I am certain, his houſe will 
have a ſtrong and abiding intereſt in your 
affections. For, was it not here that God 
firſt met with you, and awakened you out of 
your dangerous and fatal ſecurity? Was it not 
there your acquaintance with Chriſt com- 
menced? Was it not there the balm. of the 
covenant was applied to heal the deadly 
wounds of your ſouls? And is it not there | 
you have been fed and nouriſhed with be 
word of life unto this day ?—As for thoſe, 
whoſe religion is altogether ſuperficial, who 
have never experienced the power of the goſ- 
pel in their hearts; when ſtrong temptations 
accoſt them, they may be perſuaded 0 go 
away. But ſuch as are really born from above 
cannot ſo eaſily be ſeduced to for/ake the houſe 
of their God. Turning with abhorrence from 
the temptation, and fixing their eyes on the 
Saviour, they will ſay: Lord, to whom ſhall 
wwe go? thou bt the words of eternal i ife Y. 


7 John vi. 68. 
a. And 
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. 
And are not your neareſt and moſt endeared 
connexions in the houſe of your God? Is it 
not the reſidence of your kindred and bre- 
thren? That man is conſidered as unnatural, 
and as having diveſted himſelf of the tender 
feelings of humanity, who diſcovers no affec- 
tionate attachment to his neareſt connexions, 
the partners of his blood.—But the affinity 
Which grace eſtabliſhes betwixt ſincere Chriſ- 
tians is, in ſome reſpects, more intimate and 
_ endearing, than what ſubſiſts amongſt the 


| neareſt earthly relatives. For all temporal 


*conneX1ons will ſoon he diffalved; whereas the 


union which is founded in religion cannot be 


deſtroyed by the ſtroke of death, but will 
remain indiſſoluble through eternity. As, 
therefore, the ſaints are all &retbren in the 
Lord, children of the fame heavenly father, 
and members of the ſame choſen family ; this 
conſideration cannot fail of inſpiring. them 
with ardent affe&ion for the houſe of their 
God. And the Pſalmiſt mentions it as one 
reaſon of his fervent wiſhes for the proſperity 
of Feruſalem. For my brethren and companton's _ 
Jake, I will now Jay, peace be within thee C). 
(2) Palm cxxii. 8. 
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(f 39>]: 
—And will not you adopt the ſame ſenti- - 
ments and fay: © In 7he houſe of our God are 
found the excellent of the earth. There 
* dell the children of our heavenly Father, © 

* and our brethren in the beſt bonds. We 
« highly value their friendſhip and love, and 
« eſteem their fellowſhip a peculiar bleſſing. 
1 We feel the greateſt reſpect and affection 

« for them, and hope to remain for ever in 
“ their ſociety. Therefore, on thei*- account, 


« we will not forſake the houſe of our God.. 


Permit me to obſerve, once more, that 
the houſe of God on earth ſtands in the 
cloſeſt connexion with that nobler houſe. 
above, where you hope through grace to. 
dwell for ever. Great is the goodneſs of the 
Lord, in preparing ſuch a houſe for the reſi- 
dence of his children upon earth, and in fur- 
niſhing it with ſuch abundant proviſions for 
their entertainment and comfort. But a man- 
ſion infinitely more glorious, and which is 
the ſeat of perfect and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 
is reſerved for them above. With the aſ- 
ſured hope of this, Chriſt comforted his diſ- - 
ciples, when their hearts were oppreſſed with 
D 2 1 


J 
grief at the proſpect of his departure from 
them. In my Father's houſe are many man- 
ons; if it were not ſo, I would have told you: 
Igo to prepare a place for you. And if T go 
and prepare à place for you, J will come again 
and receive you unto myſelf, that where I am, 
there ye may be alſo (h). To have an ever- 
_ laſting reſidence in that heavenly habitation, 
is the higheſt object of a Chriſtian's defire ; 
aud the expectation of it is his chiefeſt cor- 


dial under all the trials and forious of the 
t ſtate, 


But, 1b 2 afeend i ito the bill of the 
Bani? and-who ſhall ſiand in his holy Place (i)! 9 
Tbe palace of heaven will open its gates to 
admit thoſe only, who have choſen God's 
| houſe on earth for their habitation. It is 
their ſtudy and delight now 70 walk with 
God; they approve of the holy rules and orders 
of his family ; they defire with their whole | 
hearts to conforin to them; and in the fa- 
5 cred dutics and ordinances of religion, they 
enjoy the higheſt delight and entertainment. 


4 ——Theic are the perſons to whom God will 


00 John xiv. 2, 3. () Plalm XXIV. 3. 
bb ſoon 


. 135 
ſoon ſay, © Come up hither, and occupy: the 
« ſeats prepared for you in my immediate 15 
& © ea - 


But for hoe who deſpiſe the proviſions of 
his houſe, and have no taſte for its ſolemn 
ſervices; who hate the laws preſcribed for 
the regulation and government of his family; 
| Who have no defire to enjoy his preſence, but 
prefer to live at the greateſt diſtance from 
him ;—for them a diſmal manſion is prepared, 
the ſeat of abſolute miſery, unmixed with 
the leaſt particle of good. For the ſentence 
to be pronounced againſt them is already 
written; Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels (k).—Influenced by ſuch conſidera- 
tions as have been now ſet before you, taught 
by divine grace, and drawn with the cords of 
love, I truſt it will be your firm and unalter- 
able reſolution, never 70 for ſake the =o of 
. God, 


And, to cloſe the whole; Jet your devout 
meditations frequently anticipate the happy 
(4) Matt, xxv. 41. 

ee hour, 


ü 42 1. 
hour, when each of you in ſucceſſion ſhall 


be called away from earth, to be united with 
the family above. Then ſhall you again ſee | 


| thoſe men of God, who were once over you 


in the Lord, and who fravailed in birth for 
you till Chriſt was formed in your hearts. And 
how delightful the interview both to them 
and to you !-—Then ſhall you be reunited to 
' thoſe, with whom you often took ſweet counſel, 
and whoſe edifying fellowſhip you enjuyed in 
the ways of God, but who have fallen aſleep 
in Feſus, And how pleaſing will it be, to 
E review together the various trials you en- 
dured, as well as the manifold experience you 
had of the grace and faithfulneſs of your G 
and Saviour ! CES 
In the mean time, while you remain in 
God s houſe on earth, may you continually 


grow in grace, in holineſs and ſpirituality ! 


May a ſpirit of harmony, peace and love, pre- 
vail more and more among you! May your 
| honoured Paſtor long hold his ſtation with 
you, and be made very uſeful and happy for 
many years! May you be ſtill preſerved a. 

truly OO and flouriſhing Church; a 


pattern 


#5 Aw..- «4 
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pattern to other 3 for a ſteady attach- 
ment to the faith and order of the Goſpel! 
And I will venture to add, that whilſt you 
maintain a conſtant zeal for truth and ho- 
lineſs, for the order, the purity and the 
welfare of the houſe of your God; I ſhall ex- 
preſs the affectionate ſentiment and prayer of 
all my brethren in the miniſtry, as well as 


: my own, in laying, the Lord be with you all, 
Amen. 
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